
Submission on draft rezoning of the Crows Nest Metro 

Once again we are being asked to comment on a development plan for the St Leonards / Crows Nest 

area that totally ignores the cumulative effects of the buildings currently in the DA process or under 

construction on the open space, traffic, parking, schools, etc in the area. 

It is obvious that once again the planners for the area are trying to hoodwink the residents into 

magically forgetting about the rampant construction in the area.  There is no way any other 

residential buildings should be allowed in the area until all the buildings currently in the pipeline are 

completed and people – planners, workers and residents - have a chance to experience the traffic, 

parking problems, lack of real open space, overcrowding of schools, wind tunnels, overshadowing, 

etc created by the buildings already approved. 

The whole area under consideration should be OPEN SPACE, with room for a school, library, 

community facilities and as much public parking as possible. 

1 There is no need for further residential buildings.  

2 Open space – there are only two open space areas where children can chase a ball in the St 

Leonards / Crows Nest area – Gore Hill Oval and St Thomas Rest Park.  The other open space, 

Naremburn Park, is technically outside the St Leonards / Crows Nest “precinct”. 

We already have a problem with childhood obesity – St Leonards / Crows Nest will end up being a 

ghetto for children who don’t get enough sunlight and don’t have space to run around. Both Gore 

Hill Oval and Naremburn Park are used for organised sport so they are often not available for free 

play for children. 

3 Traffic - once again we need to see the impact of the traffic created when the buildings 

currently in the pipeline are fully inhabited. 

4  Parking – if there is any available space in the layers between the station and the ground 

level it should be used for public parking as long as this can be arranged without disrupting local 

traffic.  

5 Schools - the schooling problem is already acute and there is no way this land should be 

made available for unnecessary residential buildings unless and until the state government has other 

land earmarked for primary and secondary schools which it doesn’t seem it has. 

There are a great many other issues relating to this area but the bottom line is – if the planners 

really want to address the concerns of the people who live and work in the St Leonards / Crows rows 

Nest area – and not just tick the “Community Consultation” box - and not the interests of the 

developers they will turn all the available land into open space and let the dust settle before any 

further re-zoning and development is permitted. 

 


